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 Creating a community that you are excited to be a part 
of is something that is very important to all of us here at 
the City. We are always interested in hearing your ideas 
about how we can make Shawnee an even better place to 
live, work and play. One question we tend to hear repeated 
often is why doesn’t Shawnee have a true community 
center. We do have the Civic Centre that has open gym 
hours for basketball, volleyball and pickleball. It also has 
a few rooms that we use for recreation programming like 
Tae Kwon Do, dance classes and other activities. The 
Civic Centre is also used as a rental facility for events like 
weddings and meetings. Residents have been asking for 
years now for a facility with amenities including an indoor 
pool, lap lanes, and fitness spaces with cardio equipment 
and weights. 

 In fact, we’ve been hearing questions like this for over a 
decade. In 2005, the City bought 26 acres of land near 61st 
and Woodland for a future park/pool/community center. 
Possible site plans were developed but City Council tabled 
the new community center discussion in 2007 because 
of the recession. Since then, the City has continued to 
field questions and interest in a new community center. 
Neighboring cities have recently opened or are building 
new community centers and that has sparked new 
questions about our plans here in Shawnee. Our Citizen 
Satisfaction Surveys in 2015 and 2017 showed increasing 
support for a community center with more than 64% being 
very supportive or supportive. 

A Community Centered on YOU
RECreate Shawnee

See page 3 for more information about RECreate Shawnee
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A GOOD WORD FROM

Mayor Michelle Distler
Dear Residents,
 Warm weather is finally here and that means it is time to get outside and enjoy all 
Shawnee has to offer. From our miles of winding trails to our parks that are perfect for 
young and old alike, there are tons of amenities to enjoy. This is also the time of year when 
our community events kick into high gear.
 Parked! is back by popular demand this year. Get your family together, grab lawn 
chairs or a blanket, and head out to Stump Park on Friday, June 29th for one of our newest 
and biggest community events. You can grab a bite to eat at the food trucks, let the kids get 
out some energy at the bounce houses and check out cyclocross action. Then, settle in for 
an awesome fireworks show once it gets dark. If you don’t want to worry about parking, 
just head to Mill Valley High School to catch the shuttle that will start running at 5:30pm. 
 On those steamy days, be sure to swing by our two Aquatic Centers. Spend some time 
in the lazy river at Thomas A. Soetaert or let the little ones get wet and wild at Splash Cove. 
Relaxing in our pools is a great way to spend a day staying cool in the warm weather. You 
can always find details about admission prices, memberships, party packages and hours 
online at cityofshawnee.org. 
 You can fill your plates with healthy fruits and vegetables and support our local farmers 
at the same time by stopping by the Farmers’ Market every Saturday through the end of 
October. Vendors will be out in the parking lot of City Hall from 7:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
 Dust off those bike helmets and get ready to ride through the City in the Tour de 
Shawnee. Hundreds of cyclists will take to the streets for this fun event on Sunday, August 
26th. And even if you’re not a professional, you can still take part in the Tour de Shawnee. 
There is a place for almost every age and skill level.
 Then, as many of you know, for two days in September, a haze of BBQ smoke fills 
the air at Shawnee Town 1929. The 24th annual Great Grillers Blues & Barbeque Contest 
will fire up Friday, September 21st and Saturday, September 22nd. Even if you don’t take 
part in the contest, just getting out to smell it is worth it. Trust me on that one.
 I simply do not have enough room here to list all of the fun events going on in the City 
this summer. Please be sure to check the City’s calendar at cityofshawnee.org/calendar 
and Shawnee Town 1929’s calendar at shawneetown.org/calendar for a full list of updated 
events.
 As always, I am here for you all and I want to hear from you. If you have a great story 
or a concern or anything in between, please do not hesitate to reach out to me. I take great 
pride in being your Mayor and look forward to seeing you out at the events over the next 
couple of months!

Sincerely,

Michelle Distler
Mayor
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 It's that time of year again! The weather is warming and 
City parks are ready for your enjoyment. Unfortunately, this 
is also the time of year we see an increase in vandalism to 
City parks. Shawnee has more than 30 parks covering 1,000 
acres of land. These are wonderful public areas to walk, 
bike, play or just visit to enjoy the outdoors. And, these are 
your parks. We ask that you help protect them by keeping a 
watchful eye out for potential criminal activity and reporting 
anything suspicious. Working in partnership, we can continue 
to keep our City parks safe, fun, beautiful, and exactly what 
our community envisions them to be! 

 It’s that time of year when we start hearing 
about solicitors showing up in neighborhoods. 
While many legitimate businesses follow the 
proper procedures to conduct door-to-door sales, 
there are occasionally companies and sellers that 
do not. You can always ask to see their solicitor 
permit that they should have on them at all times. 
We know residents are also, at times, concerned 
about the possibility of solicitors being involved 
in crimes such as theft or burglaries. If you ever 
feel in danger or threatened, call 911 immediately 
and provide police with as much detail you can 
about the person, what they were wearing and 
the vehicle, if they were in one. You can also get 
a "No Solicitors" sticker for free at the Police 
Department, City Hall or by calling 742-6014. 

Solicitor Concerns

 In 2017, the Council approved 
hiring Perkins + Will to lead a 
Community Center Feasibility Study. 
We have since held two public open 
house meetings to figure out what is 
most important in this whole process, 
which is to find out IF you want a 
community center and, if so, what 
YOU want it to have. A survey is 
being developed right now with the 
goal of gaining even more resident 
feedback. It will be mailed out to a 
random sample of homes in Shawnee. 
After residents return those surveys, it 
will be opened up to anyone who did 
not receive one in the mail. We will 
post it online on the City’s website, 

social media channels and through 
e-mail notifications. You will also 
be able to call to request to have one 
mailed to your home if you feel more 
comfortable filling it out on paper 
rather than online. Once we receive 
all the survey results, it will give us 
a better feel for what the majority of 
our residents would like to see in a 
new community center. Then we will 
be able to get to work on designing 
the building and putting a price tag on 
it. Once that happens, the Governing 
Body will decide whether to put a 
question on a ballot later this year to 
let residents decide if they want to 
help support a new community center 

with a property tax increase. We are 
not far enough along in the process to 
provide any firm numbers as we are 
still working to get resident feedback.
 We have a special section online 
at cityofshawnee.org with frequently 
asked questions, more background 
and information on the Community 
Center Feasibility Study. We are also 
always ready to hear feedback on this 
and any other issue at cityofshawnee@
cityofshawnee.org. We are truly 
working to provide the amenities that 
you are asking for so please be sure 
to take a few minutes to let us know 
what you think!

A Community Centered on YOU

Protect Your Parks!

NO 
SOLICITORS 

Shawnee Municipal Code 5.56.080C
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2018

Saturday, August 25
9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.

Mill Valley High School • 5900 Monticello Road

May - October

Saturdays from 7:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m
City Hall Parking Lot

To honor those who defend and protect our freedom, 
thousands of American flags will be displayed in 

downtown Shawnee and Merriam from June 30 - July 7. 
 Organized by Shawnee VFW Post 10552, this patriotic 
display will include over 1,000 flags along Johnson Drive, 
between Quivira and Switzer. Citizens will also have the 
opportunity to make a donation or purchase an ID/Dog Tag 
to support this cause. Join us in honoring our veterans!

G O O D  T I M E S
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Friends of Shawnee Town  
Craft Fair& Fall Festival

S T A R T  H E R E
 We are ready to fire up our "Kid Test" park project 
again! If you have a group of kiddos willing to test 
out a Shawnee park and let us know what they think 
about it, send us a message on Facebook or e-mail  
jbreithaupt@cityofshawnee.org! We’ll feature the kids in a 
cute video that will be shared on social media!

 Join us for the 43rd Annual Friends of Shawnee 
Town Arts & Crafts Fair and Fall Festival on Saturday, 
September 15 from 9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. at Shawnee 
Town 1929. We will have something for EVERYONE!

• Free kids' activities sponsored by the Friends of 
Shawnee Town! The Farmstead will be open to 
visit the chickens and rooster, tour the farmhouse 
and see the antique vehicles! 

• Live music on the Gazebo
• Shoppers can browse through over 120 craft 

booths, featuring handmade creations of jewelers, 
weavers, chefs, woodworkers and other artisans at 
Shawnee Town 1929

• Bake Sale to benefit Johnson County 4-H
• Raffle at Vendor Showcase
• Food vendors

 Admission is just $1 donation to benefit the 
museum. For more information contact Royal Krueger 
at 248-2360 or rkrueger@cityofshawnee.org.

Hot dog! Get ya hot dog here! Join us for the second annual vintage 1920’s 
“base ball” game played at Herman Laird Park. Volunteer players from the 
Kansas City Men’s Senior Baseball League will take the field and represent the 
Kansas City Blues and Minneapolis Millers. Food and drink will be for sale. 

Herman Laird Park  11600 Johnson Drive  Shawnee, Kansas 66203

Babe Ruth’s Baseball - Played the 1920’s Way!
Saturday, August 25, 4:00 - 6:00pm 



 You might be noticing crews working on streets in 
your neighborhood over the next couple months. This 
year, workers will be removing and replacing some 
curbs and sidewalks as they resurface streets in need 
of improvement. Several major roads have already 
been resurfaced, like Johnson Drive, but before the 
entire project is finished, crews will resurface more 
than 50 lane miles of streets, replace over 49,000 feet 
of curb and 19,000 feet of sidewalks. If you’d like to 
see if your street is on the list, we have a guide online 
at cityofshawnee.org that shows where crews have been 
and where they are planning to go.

 Do you need help making some needed repairs 
to your home? Maybe you are looking to buy a new 
home? Johnson County Housing Services offers a 
variety of assistance programs to Shawnee residents 
that meet specific income qualifications. Assistance 
is available for home repairs including carpentry, 
electrical, HVAC, handicap accessibility, plumbing, 
masonry, roof replacement and weatherization 
improvements. Up to $10,000 in down payment 
assistance and closing costs are also available to 
qualified participants looking to purchase a home. 
If you would like to take part in these programs, 
please contact Johnson County Housing Services at 
(913) 715-6616 or visit https://www.jocogov.org/
residents/housing-assistance for more details.

Need a Helping Hand?

 Business is booming in Shawnee! There are quite 
a few companies deciding to make Shawnee their new 
home. Here are just a few highlights. You can always 
go to cityofshawnee.org and click on “Construction 
Projects” to find out what’s going on in the City!
• PBI Gordon moving to the old Perceptive Software 

building
• Dairy Queen being built near Midland and Hilltop
• New Quik Trip coming to Shawnee Mission Parkway 

and Goddard
• Monticello Library will open August 5th at Shawnee 

Mission Parkway and Hilltop
• St. Luke’s Small Hospital under construction at 63rd 

and Lackman
• Willow Ridge Senior Living will be built on 

Silverheel near 75th St. and K7 

 Did you know the Shawnee Police Department is now 
on Twitter and Facebook? Be sure to give them a follow to 
stay connected on what’s happening in your community. 
You can find them @shawneeKSpolice on Twitter and 
Facebook. And make sure you show the City and Shawnee 
Town 1929 some love too at @CityofShawneeKS and 
@ShawneeTown1929. Check us out on Nextdoor and 
Instagram too!

Hitting the Streets

Stay Social With Shawnee
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Good Business Starts Here 
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July
2 Planning Commission - 7:30 p.m.
3 Council Committee - Cancelled
4 Independence Day City Offices Closed
9 City Council - 7:00 p.m.
16 Planning Commission - 7:30 p.m.
19 Third Thursdays with the Mayor - 8:00 a.m.
 Board of Zoning Appeals - 7:30 p.m.
23 City Council - 7:00 p.m.

August
2 Parks and Rec. Advisory Board - 5:30 p.m.
6 Planning Commission - 7:30 p.m.
7 Council Committee - 7:00 p.m.
10 Summer Concert in the Park - 7:00 p.m.
13 City Council - 7:00 p.m.
16 Third Thursdays with the Mayor - 8:00 a.m.
 Board of Zoning Appeals - 7:30 p.m.
18 K-9 at the Cove - 8:15 a.m.
20 Planning Commission - 7:30 p.m.
23 Shawnee Downtown Partnership - 6:00 p.m.
25 Bike Rodeo - 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
26 Tour de Shawnee - 7:00 a.m.
27 City Council - 7:00 p.m.

September
3 Labor Day - City Offices Closed
4 Council Committee - 7:00 p.m.
5 Planning Commission - 7:30 p.m.
6 Parks and Rec. Advisory Board - 5:30 p.m.
10 City Council - 7:00 p.m.
15 Shawnee Town Craft Fair - 9:00 a.m.
17 Planning Commission - 7:30 p.m.
20 Third Thursdays with the Mayor - 8:00 a.m.
 Board of Zoning Appeals - 7:30 p.m.
21 Great Grillers BBQ - 6:00 p.m.
22 Great Grillers BBQ - 10:00 a.m.
24 City Council - 7:00 p.m.
28 Oktoberfest - 5:30 p.m.

 Ozone season is here. Ozone pollution spikes between April 1 and October 31, which 
affects everyone, particularly children and people with respiratory problems. Make sure 
you check the SkyCast and consider ways you can help reduce ozone pollution on Ozone 
Alert Days. Mid-America Regional Council has several tips on their website to help you 
limit ozone pollution: www.marc.org/Environment/Air-Quality 

Ozone Season
SkyCast
GOOD

MODERATE

ORANGE ALERT

RED ALERT

 It’s time to get outside and fire up the grill but, before 
you do, take a minute to check these quick tips from the 
Shawnee Fire Department.
• Propane and charcoal BBQ grills should only be used 

outdoors
• The grill should be placed away from your home, deck 

railings and out from under eaves and overhanging 
branches

• Have a 3 foot “kid free zone” around the grill to avoid 
serious burns

• Keep your grill clean by removing grease or fat buildup 
from the grills and trays 

• Never leave your grill unattended
• When using a propane grill, turn the propane tank off first 

and then turn the grill off. This will help keep pressure 
off of the propane lines when not in use and reduce the 
chances of a leak

• Charcoal stays hot for a long time. When emptying the 
coals, use a metal can with water and keep it away from 
the house.

Get Grillin’
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Any individual requiring an accommodation to participate 
in a public meeting should contact the Deputy City 
Manager at 742-6242 or call the Kansas Relay Center,  
1-800-766-3777 at least 48 hours prior to the scheduled 
meeting time (if possible) to make arrangements.

Agendas - Meetings 742-6243
Animal Control 631-2150
Appraiser (County) 715-9000
Athletic Field Reservations 631-5200
Building Inspections 742-6010
Burning Permits 631-1080
Business Licenses 742-6014
Car Tags 715-2600
Chamber of Commerce 631-6545
City Clerk 742-6014
City Council 742-6238
City Hall 631-2500
City Manager 742-6200
CityRide 742-6014
Civic Centre 631-5200
Code Enforcement 742-6010
Deck Permits 742-6010
Driver’s License (State) 432-2266
Engineering 742-6012
Fire Department 631-1080
Garage Sale Regulations 742-6014
Health Department (County) 826-1200
Job Hotline 742-6013
Johnson County Library 826-4600
Junk Vehicles 631-2150
Odor Complaints 742-6096
Mayor 742-6238
Paint Disposal (County) 715-6900
Pavement & Sidewalk Maintenance 742-6008
Police (Non-Emergency) 631-2155
Police Emergency 9-1-1
Parks and Recreation 631-5200
Program Information Line (County) 815-2122
Planning & Zoning  742-6011
Public Works Maintenance 742-6008
Purchasing 742-6015
Recycling & Solid Waste Questions 742-6213
Right of Way Hotline 742-6023
Road Construction 742-6009
Shawnee Town 248-2360
Shelter House Reservations 631-5200
Sign Permits 742-6226
Solicitors - Suspicious 9-1-1
Street Lights 742-6008
Tall Grass - Weeds 742-6010
Town Hall Rental 248-2360
Traffic Tickets 742-6003
Volunteer Opportunities  742-6244
Voter Registration 742-6014

Mayor 
Michelle Distler 634-5883 mdistler@cityofshawnee.org

Ward I
Jim Neighbor 268-9061 jneighbor@cityofshawnee.org
Matt Zimmerman 268-3513 mzimmerman@cityofshawnee.org

Ward II
Mike Kemmling  667-9888 mkemmling@cityofshawnee.org
Eric Jenkins 669-1076 ejenkins@cityofshawnee.org

Ward III
Stephanie Meyer 626-5916 smeyer@cityofshawnee.org
Justin Adrian 583-2660 jadrian@cityofshawnee.org

Ward IV
Mickey Sandifer 268-5348 msandifer@cityofshawnee.org
Lindsey Constance 428-9592 lconstance@cityofshawnee.org

 The CityLine, an official publication of the City of 
Shawnee, Kansas, is published four times a year and 
mailed to residents in Shawnee under the direction of 
the Communications Manager. Readers' comments are 
encouraged and may be directed to:

Communications Manager 
11110 Johnson Drive

Shawnee, Kansas 66203 
By phone 742-6202 or 

e-mail jbreithaupt@cityofshawnee.org

 This document, meeting agendas and packets, and other 
information about the City of Shawnee, are available on our 
website at www.cityofshawnee.org.


